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The age of fishes 
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slowly, the Earth’s climate 

became hotter again, and many 
lakes and rivers dried up. Some 7 
fish, like Eusthenopteron, grew | 
lungs and very strong fins, so 
they could crawl onto the land 
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The first amphibians (am-/7/b-ee-ans) 








Ichthyostega | 
(ik-thee-o-stee-ga) * 





Millions of years later, some fish 
grew legs. They had become 
amphibians. This means that 
they could live both on land and 
in water. 
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As time went by, many different 
kinds of amphibians appeared. 
some were only 2 inches long. 
Others, like Eogyrinus, grew as 
long as 15 feet. } 
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Amphibians ruled the Earth for. 
many millions of years. But as 
the climate became drier, some 


amphibians slowly changed into 
reptiles. 
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The first reptiles | 
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Unlike amphibians, reptiles do | 
not need to go into water to lay | 
eggs. The females lay waterproof 
eggs on land. Seymouria was | 
one of the first reptiles. | 
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Edaphosaurus 
(ee-daff-o-sor-uss) 


9 feet long 


Reptiles began to look less like - 
amphibians. Some, like 
Edaphosaurus, grew large fins on 
their backs. These fins could be 
up to 6 feet high. 
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Dimetrodon was one of the first 
reptiles to eat meat. It ate 
smaller amph 
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An amphibian and a reptile of today 





There are still reptiles and | 
amphibians on Earth today. The 
frog is an amphibian. It lays its 
eggs in water. The alligator is a 
reptile. It lays its eggs on land. 
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Sea reptiles 
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Wing span: 
about 1 foot 


some reptiles grew wings made 
of a thin layer of skin. These let 
them glide through the air. Some 
of these reptiles were enormous, 
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Pteranodon 





(ter-an-o-don) 
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Footprints from the past 


Very large bones were found in 
England during the 182Os. Later, 
huge footprints were found both 
in England and in America. 
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Diplodocus and Apatosaurus 
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about 20 feet long uf 


otegosaurus was very slow. It 
had bony plates and a spiked tail 
to protect it from its enemies. 
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Allosaurus 
(al-o-sor-uss) 


about 20 feet long 


Allosaurus was a large meat- ~ 
eating dinosaur that stood on 
two legs. Its mouth opened so 
wide that it could swallow small 
animals whole. 
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Hypsilophodon and Igu 
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Iguanodon was a much larger 


plant-eater. It had a bony spike 


h thumb that it used to 
ight off its attackers. 
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Polacanthus 


(pol-a-kan-thuss) ; 
about 14 feet long 


Remains of Polacanthus were 
found in England. The double 
row of spikes on its back and the 


bony plates on its tail kept other 
animals away. 
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Anatosaurus and Corythosaurus 






Anatosaurus 
an-at-o-sor-uss) 


bout 40 feet long 
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These two dinosaurs are known 
as “‘duck bills’” because they had 
bills or beaks that were broad 
and flat, just like a duck’s. They 
had many rows of teeth for 
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ag ops had a tough, bony 


collar to protect its neck. 
Fossil eggs have been found in 
Mongolia with the bones of baby 


Protoceratops inside. Each egg 
was about 8 inches long. 
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Styracosaurus 


Styracosaurus 
(sty-rak-o-sor-uss) 


about 15 feet long 


styracosaurus looked fierce but 
ate plants, not other animals. It 
had a beak like a parrot’s and 
long spikes on its head. 
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— Tyrannosaurus was the largest 
and fiercest meat-eating 

- dinosaur. Its jaw was 4 feet long 
and its teeth were 6 inches long. 





Monoclonius and Triceratops 
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Dinosaurs roamed the Earth for 
nearly 150 million years. These 
were two of the last dinosaurs 
to appear. Triceratops was a 
very big plant-eater that had 
two horns above its eyes 
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The first birds 


Archaeopteryx 
(ar-kee-op-terr-iks) 
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Wing span: 
about 16 inches 


Archaeopteryx was the first bir 
It lived at the time of the 
dinosaurs and was as big as a 


magpie. 
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Archaeopteryx had teeth like a 
reptile’s. Its long, bony tail had 
feathers growing on it, and its 
wings had claws. 
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The first mammals 


Phascolotherium 
(fas-kol-o-theer-ee-um 


about 8 inches lon 


A mammal is an animal that is 
covered with fur and feeds on its 
mother’s milk when it is young. 
The first mammals lived at the 
time of the dinosaurs and the 
first birds. 
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Early mammals, like 
Phascolotherium, were no larger 
than mice or rats. Later, some 
mammals became much bigger. 
Megatherium was about 5.5m 
high. It lived in South America. 
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More mammals 


Uintatherium 
(o0-in-ta-theer-ee-um) 


about 3.5m long 





Uintatherium was as big as an 


elephant. It looked fierce, but it 
ate only plants. 
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Baluchitherium 
(bal-oo-ki-theer-ee-um) 


about 8m high 


Baluchitherium was the tallest 
land mammal that has ever lived. 
lt was about 8m tall — more than 
three times as high as a man, 
and it ate leaves and twigs. 
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Eohippus 


(ee-o-hip-puss) 





“about 30 cm high 
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Eohippus was the earliest 
ancestor of today’s horses and 
zebras. It was only 30cm high 
and lived in the forests. Although 
it had toes instead of hooves, it 
could still run very fast. 
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Coelodonta 


(see-lo-don-ta) 
about 8 feet long 












Ice Ages, between 10,000 
Early me million years ago, much 
Phasco£arth was covered in snow 
than mi Many types of mammals 
mammathe cold. But Coelodonta, 
Megathelly rhinoceros, had a 
tall. It liviry coat to keep it warm. 
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Woolly mammoth 


11 feet high 


at shoulder 
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Ice Ages. The 


huge elephant with a hairy coa 


It lived during the 
first humans hunted mammoths 


The woolly mammoth was a 
for food. 








> 


Saber-toothed tiger 





about 9 feet long 


This tiger had front teeth about 
9 inches long. It could kill a 
mammoth or any other animal. 
But early humans hunted the 
saber-toothed tiger until there 
were none left. 
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